the Volvo 480 Turbo’s diffident

debut into the convincingly-quick-
coupe category. Most people’s attention
has been directed towards VW's Corrado
and Missan’s 2008X, and the Dutch
coupe is quietly forgotten. It's almost as
if the importers like it that way.

Three factors have thwarted the Tur-
bo’s UK presence thus far. Availability of
right-hookers has had to wait uneil a vear
and a month after mainland Europeans
got their 480 Turbos, because of problems
with fitting the braking system around the
rbocharger installation, Then, its UK
launch in February was overshadowed by
the high-profile debut of its saloon sister,
the 440. And even now, months later, you
sense that Volvo's UK arm, ever mindful
of the stolid image of their products, are
reticent about pushing the very merits the
480 Turbo looks set to offer.

Take the trouble to lock, though, and
you find a tempting cocktail. Most people
will have made up their minds about the
480’s styling by now, and will either
admire its mould-breaking boldness or
dismiss it as plain ugly. Ir's little changed
for the Turbo; there’s body-colour paint
for those far bumpers, and a small chin
spoiler. Otherwise we're talking details
like Turbo badges and a boost gauge.

Mo, to uncover the Turbo’s secrets yvou
need ro delve decper, under the plastic
bonnet. To the Renault-sourced 1721cc
engine is artached a Garrerr T2 turbo-
charger, a diminutive unit with turhine
wheels just two inches across, Itblows, via
an air-to-air* intercooler, into a Bosch
Motronic fuel injection system (in place
of the regular 480"s simpler Fenix system)
and thence into the Heron-chambered
cylinder head. This is cast with extra
strengthening ribs, fitted with sodium-
filled exhaust valves, and provides the roof
of a larger combustion chamber which
results in a compression ratio of 8.1:1.

The rurbocharger uses a conventional
mechanical wastegate, but this is set o
open at an unuesually low o28bar, How-
ever, an electronically controlled propor-
tiomal valve re-admits some of the surplus
boost pressure after the wastegate, so the
available boost is well over o.28bar and
under close control at all times,

This gives a virtually flar torque curve
from 18oorpm to 4600, although the pre-
cise maximum value of 120lb fi is actually
hitat 3600rpm. Bur, as well as maximising
low-end boost pressure and minimising
lag, the electronic control also has a pro-
tective role in the way it limits maximum
boost. You can, in fact, view the 48a
Turbo's torque curve as a conventionally
shaped one with the top lopped off.
Should the boost shoot beyond the design
limits, a failsafe mode cuts off the fuel
supply, while overheating or severe
knocking cause the ignition timing to be

You could be forgiven for not noticing
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retarded — followed, if necessary, by 2
drop in boost pressure. The boost control
incidentally, is contained within the
Motronic injection/ignition module.

Maturally, the 480 Turbo is happy oo
Eurcsuper gs5-octane unleaded petsol
though UK versions do not — yet = coms
with catalytic converters. But, cat or cas-
less, the 480 Turbo's power and torges
figures are claimed to be the same: the
former is a respectable, but unspectace-
lar, 120bhp at s4c0rpm. This is an 1hhs
hike over the normally-aspirated g8c%
figure; torque has gone up by 261b fi

To stop the oil in the turbochargss
bearings from carbonising, the bearings
are water-cooled. An electric pump kesps
the water circulating for a short time aftes
the engine has been switched off, obvise
ing the need to let the engine idle for o f&8
minutes first. There's an oil cooler, 1o

Other differences between the 188
Turbo and its slower sister are lonse
ratiog for fifth gear and the final
(fifth gives 23.1mph/1000rpm instead &
21.3), and slightly stiffer damper settings

There's also a standard-S
Teves Mk 4 ABS system S
the four disc brakes, with thoss
hydraulic circuits, four sensess
per wheel, a built-in self-@&e
gnostic facility and aurormese
systern testing every ten scconds.

Otherwise the recipe is regular <88
transverse engine, front-wheel dose
MacPherson strur front suspension. =
Alfasud-like dead beam rear axle, wits &
lengitudinal Warr's linkage at cach =
and a transverse Panhard rod, =8
power-assisted rack and pinion stccrme
That front suspension’is noteworthy S8
the design of its rubber bushes, whas
cause the front wheels to we in s
increasing side loadings. It's designed
counteract understeer, and srabelss
car in crosswinds.

At f14,950, £2310 more thes
regular 480, the Turbo does nos
cheap. That =aid, it's only £
expensive than the less overtly
nology 440 Turbo saloon, which lacés
coupe’s plastic panels and some &
electronic gadgetry; it's an ooess
small pr:i:e premium for a conpe. "i"'
more, it substantially underh.__ 5
saries from Volkswagen, Nissan, T
and Honda - all more pow ericl
nevertheless likely to chase =
ers. Is the Volvo a convincing
And have the quality problem: :
480s been ironed out at Jast? We ol

Interior and controls
Climb into any 480, and the Sce
that strikes vou is its spaciousness. &
coupe, this is a remarkably roomy o=
a full four-zeater. The rear sears zoe @
vidual, and their backresis even

over a short arc. A multplicioy o






